
Anne Z. Cooke: Bubbles and Luxe by Barge (Part 2)

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/bubbles-luxe-by-barge-par_b_843236.html[5/11/2011 4:32:59 PM]

BIG NEWS: Urlesque | Animals | Jennifer Aniston | Eat The Press | Royal Wedding |  More...

 

TRAVEL WORLD AIRLINES RELIGION

1 24 0 3

React  Amazing Inspiring Funny Scary Hot Crazy Important Weird

Anne Z. Cooke
Travel and adventure writer

 

GET UPDATES FROM ANNE Z. COOKE

Bubbles and Luxe by Barge (Part 2)

Read more  French Country Waterways , French Barge Cruising , Top-Rated Barge Companies , Best
Barge Cruises , Travel News

In France With French Country Waterways

FOLLOW US

 

PHOTOS:
London's St.

Pancras Hotel
 

What to Do in
Bar Harbor This

Summer

Nicaragua's
Beauty

PHOTOS: 9
Hotels Featured

In Films

 

News Web

Like 289KMay
11,
2011
|
Log
In |
Sign
Up

Get Alerts

Spaceport America Tours To
Start Friday (They Won't Be

There)

  

More In Travel: '24 Hours Of Neon' ...
Baby Gets Pat Down... Another Crazy

Passenger?...

Attorney Completes Triathlon 3
Weeks Ahead Of Schedule

Like

Posted: 04/10/11 10:12 PM ET

SHARE THIS STORY

Submit this story

Get Travel Alerts

 Sign Up
PHOTO GALLERIES

FRONT
PAGE

POLITIC
S

BUSINES
S

ENTERTAINME
NT

MEDIA TECH COMED
Y

SPORT
S

STYLE WORLD FOOD LIVING IMPACT EDU LOCAL

Like You like Bubbles and
Luxe by Barge

   

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/#travel
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/urlesque
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/animals
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/jennifer-aniston
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/eat-the-press
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/royal-wedding
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/big-news/#travel

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/airlines/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/religion/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b04/0/0/%2a/h;44306;0-0;0;50626377;25461-938/200;0/0/0;u=938x200|bpage|curtain|french-country-waterways,french-barge-cruising,top-rated-barge-companies,best-barge-cruises|||D,T,2686|843236|||;~okv=;travel=1;;nickname=anne-z-cooke;entry_id=843236;french-country-waterways=1;french-barge-cruising=1;top-rated-barge-companies=1;best-barge-cruises=1;global=1;cap_12=n;qcs=D;qcs=T;qcs=2686;;plat=win;br=ie;bv=7;subbv=0;load_mode=inline;page_type=bpage;pos=curtain;dcopt=ist;u=938x200|bpage|curtain|french-country-waterways,french-barge-cruising,top-rated-barge-companies,best-barge-cruises|||D,T,2686|843236|||;sz=938x200;tile=2;bsg=105173;bsg=105174;bsg=105175;;~aopt=2/1/69/1;~sscs=%3f
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Anne Z. Cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/becomeFan.php?of=hp_blogger_Anne Z. Cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/index.php?author=anne-z-cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/french-country-waterways
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/french-barge-cruising
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/top-rated-barge-companies
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/best-barge-cruises
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/best-barge-cruises
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melanie-nayer/st-pancras-hotel-reopens_b_858349.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-fogwell/five-mustsee-bar-harbor-s_b_858078.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/howard-steven-friedman/nicaraguas-beauty_b_860044.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jetsettercom/in-honor-of-cannes-the-on_b_860611.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melanie-nayer/st-pancras-hotel-reopens_b_858349.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melanie-nayer/st-pancras-hotel-reopens_b_858349.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melanie-nayer/st-pancras-hotel-reopens_b_858349.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melanie-nayer/st-pancras-hotel-reopens_b_858349.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-fogwell/five-mustsee-bar-harbor-s_b_858078.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-fogwell/five-mustsee-bar-harbor-s_b_858078.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-fogwell/five-mustsee-bar-harbor-s_b_858078.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-fogwell/five-mustsee-bar-harbor-s_b_858078.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/howard-steven-friedman/nicaraguas-beauty_b_860044.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/howard-steven-friedman/nicaraguas-beauty_b_860044.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/howard-steven-friedman/nicaraguas-beauty_b_860044.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jetsettercom/in-honor-of-cannes-the-on_b_860611.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jetsettercom/in-honor-of-cannes-the-on_b_860611.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jetsettercom/in-honor-of-cannes-the-on_b_860611.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jetsettercom/in-honor-of-cannes-the-on_b_860611.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/login/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/signup/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/users/signup/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/11/spaceport-america-tours-t_0_n_860567.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/11/spaceport-america-tours-t_0_n_860567.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/11/spaceport-america-tours-t_0_n_860567.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/11/spaceport-america-tours-t_0_n_860567.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/travel/
http://weirdnews.aol.com/2011/05/10/charlie-wittmack-completes-10-thousand-mile-triathlon_n_860149.html?ir=Travel
http://weirdnews.aol.com/2011/05/10/charlie-wittmack-completes-10-thousand-mile-triathlon_n_860149.html?ir=Travel
http://weirdnews.aol.com/2011/05/10/charlie-wittmack-completes-10-thousand-mile-triathlon_n_860149.html?ir=Travel
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/bubbles-luxe-by-barge-par_b_843236.html?view=print
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/bubbles-luxe-by-barge-par_b_843236.html?view=print
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fanne-z-cooke%2Fbubbles-luxe-by-barge-par_b_843236.html&title=anne-z-cooke: Bubbles+and+Luxe+by+Barge+%28Part+2%29
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%2Fanne-z-cooke%2Fbubbles-luxe-by-barge-par_b_843236.html&title=anne-z-cooke: Bubbles+and+Luxe+by+Barge+%28Part+2%29
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/slidepollajax
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/hp_blogger_Anne Z. Cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/hp_blogger_Anne Z. Cooke
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/social/join.html?autojoin=1
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/politics/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/business/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entertainment/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/media/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tech/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/comedy/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sports/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sports/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/style/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/food/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/living/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/impact/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/college/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/local/


Anne Z. Cooke: Bubbles and Luxe by Barge (Part 2)

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/anne-z-cooke/bubbles-luxe-by-barge-par_b_843236.html[5/11/2011 4:32:59 PM]

ONBOARD THE SS ADRIENNE, France (Part two) -- Our barge cruise is underway at last. Our captain, a

long-time veteran with French Country Waterways, welcomes us with a champagne toast and an

overview of the journey. Over the week ahead, he says, we'll cruise at the speed of an escargot up the

Marne River into the adjacent canal, surely the most pleasant way to explore the heart of rural

Champagne. For 300 years these waterways have transported people and goods: wine, cheese, salt, soap

and wool. Lockkeepers, operating the original system of locks and gates, raise and lower the water levels

as the elevation changes. Noting the many smaller barges that pass, we learn that for many French

families, barging on their own workaday vessel is a popular holiday.

And yes, the Adrienne is just that kind of barge, a former workhorse, her broad decks piled high with

boxes and bales. Long, low and ever-so-sleek, she's now a renovated beauty. Katie loves the water-line

view from our porthole; I'm delighted with our cleverly organized cabin, so spacious that after I unpack

my suitcase it vanishes into a closet. There's nothing missing except reliable internet service. But who's

complaining? Fresh croissants delivered before dawn by local bakeries, and hot coffee and juice awaiting

us at the breakfast table. Cuisine prepared onboard by our chef and paired with the right Grand Cru

wines. In a nod to civility, chilled champagne, dew forming on the bottle, beckons us at twilight. Do we

miss our daily emails? Not a bit, praise be. Which is just as it should be. Communicating with the outside

world would be a buzz kill. (Continued in Part 3)
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